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They say necessity is the mother of invention, but 
I’d like to suggest that necessity is the parent of 
“inventiveness,” that is, the ability to create or design 
new things and to think of creative alternatives to the 
way things have always been done. And that is what 
AIB Network did in 2023.
In 2023, we confirmed that our community of viewers 
have abundant choices for the content they watch 
and where and when they watch it. Recognizing  
the need to extend our reach, we expanded our 
distribution platforms, adding AppleTV, an AIB app 
for iOS and Android, and a dedicated on-demand 
web application to Roku and FireTV streaming 
services. This expansion gave our viewers ever more 
access to our great programming, when and where 
they want it.

When staffing challenges tested our leadership 
team, we outsourced contractors and provided 
existing staff opportunities to step up and expand 
their creative abilities. We developed a new 
positioning and marketing strategy with web and 
SEO (Search Engine Optimization) to make our 
content easier to find on-line. We also sought a 
variety of strategies to monetize our production 
services and facility rental.

Our annual initiative, “Building Community – For Good!” not only highlighted innovative community-
building initiatives but honored our long-standing partnership with theologian Rev. Dr. Robert M. 
Franklin. Month after month, for 16 years, his one-minute inspirational “Building Community through 
Faith” segments appeared on AIB Network’s cable channels. In 2023, we offered his pearls of 
wisdom weekly on AIB’s social media platforms.
Throughout our 2023 program schedule, we offered programming that stimulates the mind, 
strengthens the body, and inspires the spirit. We moved further toward a digital-first approach to 
content distribution while compiling and retooling content for linear. What didn’t change was our 
unwavering commitment to content that amplifies the voice of non-profit organizations and educates 
viewers about different faith traditions, spiritual paths, and cultures unsurpassed by any other media 
outlet. To further enhance these programs, we sourced new audio, video, animation, and graphics 
resources to enhance our content, and we continue our investment in premium studio and field 
technology.
I invite you to read our annual report with the hope that you will be inspired. How might you
look differently at challenges and make the necessary changes to reach your goals? How do you 
harness your resources to better serve your community? Perhaps, like the AIB Network, you, too, 
will demonstrate a bit of inventiveness.

LETTER FROM THE 
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LETTER FROM THE 

As a veteran communications professional, I am well 
aware of the critical role that media plays in shaping 
perceptions and behaviors. We have a tremendous 
responsibility to use our resources and access to 
the airwaves wisely and thoughtfully. We don’t just 
disseminate information and provide entertainment. 
We have the power to raise awareness and educate. 
We can bring people together, or we can turn people 
against each other.

AIB Network’s commitment to uplifting the 
community, to building bridges between and among 
people who may be different from each other, and 
to helping people grow into the best version of 
themselves is what drew me to serve on the AIB 
Board in the first place. This year, I have been 
honored to serve as board chair, further deepening 
my commitment to our mission and to the values that 
drive our network.

As I look back over the year, I am impressed with the way my friends and colleagues on the 
board have helped to guide the network, yet I have been even more moved by the leadership 
and staff of AIB that has faced the ever-changing media landscape and moved forward with 
new and innovative ideas.

I am grateful to be a part of a media organization that walks its talk of creating values-driven 
media content. I am also blessed to be part of a media entity that is forward-thinking, placing 
that content on distribution channels where more and more people are more likely to see it. 
I invite you to join me and download the AIB app on your phone, and access AIB content on 
your favorite streaming services – for programs that stimulate the mind, strengthen the body, 
and inspire the spirit.

MS. YOLANDA CADE
CHAIRMAN

03 04 

BOARD CHAIR



OUR VISION
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AIB CREATES ENTERTAINING, EDUCATIONAL, 
AND INSPIRATIONAL CONTENT ACROSS 

ALL DISTRIBUTION PLATFORMS, FULFILLING 
AIB’S INTERFAITH MISSION WHILE ENGAGING 

VIEWERS, THE COMMUNITY, AND 
OTHER STAKEHOLDERS.



EXPANDING OUR REACH, 
INSPIRING CHANGE:

BUILDING COMMUNITY TOGETHER

You’ve likely heard the expression, “No man is an island.” The words were written 
in 1624 by English poet and cleric John Donne. Though the poem was penned 400 
years ago, it holds profound meaning for us today. In fact, Dr. Vivek H. Murthy, the U.S. 
surgeon general, discovered on a cross-country listening tour that people in the United 
States were suffering from social disconnection, even before the COVID pandemic 
struck in 2020. His study, published in 2023, is entitled “Our Epidemic of Loneliness and 
Isolation.” He wrote that failing to address this health crisis will have dire consequences 
for individuals, the community, and the nation.

The AIB Network not only chose “Creating Community – For Good!” as our 2023 Annual 
Community Initiative, but selected “Expanding Our Reach, Creating Change to Build 
Community” as the theme for our 2023 annual report. Those choices mirror both our 
mission and our quest to contribute to the well-being of our community.

The over-arching theme of building community reflects how the network has reimagined 
and implemented innovative strategies not only to build a more robust organization, but 
also to answer the surgeon general’s call to help rebuild social connections. By creating 
exceptional content that models and promotes positive social interactions—content that 
stimulates the mind, strengthens the body, and inspires the spirit—we inspire people 
to create and maintain healthy social connections. Expanding into digital distribution 
channels where more of the global community spends its time, we broaden the public 
awareness of the risks of disconnection and support people with resources to enhance 
their well-being, and their engagement in the community.

Reviewing our accomplishments in 2023, we acknowledge that community-building is 
not a concept unique to this calendar year. Instead, it is part of the very purpose of the 
AIB Network, and it is an initiative that will continue to inspire our work into the future.
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Since the start of recorded history, humans have 
lived in community, and for good reason: Without it, 
we would likely have gone the way of the dinosaurs. 
Yet, what does it mean to build and contribute to 
our community in the 21st-century?

These are among the questions AIB Network 
explored during 2023 in our annual initiative, 
“Building Community - For Good!”. 

As part of that initiative, we produced and offered free public service announcements on 
our website and social media sites. We also featured several organizations engaged in 
community-building work, from an intentional community of neighbors living around a 
shared space to a support group of people who’ve experienced trauma. We also offered 
weekly installments of inspirational messages from Rev. Dr. Robert Franklin on our 
social media sites.

Our programming partnerships with non-profit organizations, as well as our “Making 
a Difference” series featuring their work, demonstrated AIB’s engagement in the 
community.

To further strengthen our engagement, AIB President & CEO Audrey Daniels and 
Community Engagement Director Audrey Galex attended community events throughout 
the year. They participated in Atlanta’s Interfaith Hunger Seder and the Atlanta Mayor’s 
Ramadan Iftar at City Hall. President Daniels also attended the Ramadan Iftar dinner 
sponsored by the Inner City Muslim Center Network (IMAN) to name a few events. 
Marketing Manager Nicole Roman attended the Christian Women in Media Luncheon 
and moderated a “Town Hall” panel for InspirEdu. 

AIB also demonstrated its engagement in the community by making in-kind 
contributions to several organizations. For example, on June 25th, AIB hosted an 

interfaith summit with representatives from Atlanta’s 
major interfaith organizations and provided in-
kind production services to Atlanta History Center, 
Georgia Interfaith Power & Light, YMCA, and the 
Islamic Speakers Bureau for its annual gala, to name 
a few. AIB has consistently provided an average of 
$1 million annually of in-kind support to nonprofit 
partners, and 2023 was no different. This continues 
to solidify AIB’s contribution to “Building Community 
- for Good!”

B U I L D I N G  CO M M U N I TY- F O R  G O O D !
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This was a year of innovation and creativity across the board 
for AIB Network programming and production. Staffing 
challenges offered an opportunity to think “outside the box,” 
with outsourcing creation of a mediation series for adults and 
children, cooking and craft shorts, and our first Sacred Sounds 
& Spaces episode featuring a location outside U.S. borders. 
We also promoted two programming assistants to producer 
positions to grow in-house talent and provide career growth 
opportunities. 

We experimented with new show formats and topics and 
used technical upgrades that provided ever-more-pristine 
visuals and sound as we prioritized distributing our 
programs on digital distribution platforms - Roku, FireTV, 
Apple TV, and an AIB Network app for iOS and Android, 
as well as on YouTube.

Our long-running Keynotes series not only sported 
a new, contemporary “look,” but topics ranged from 
legendary Jeff Justice revealing the secrets of becoming a stand-
up comedian to a much sought-after dog trainer explaining how to keep you 
and your beloved pet safe. Art Comes Alive went behind the scenes with a special 
effects makeup artist. Adults Seeking Knowledge, aimed at young adults, uncovered 
the basics of financial management. Civil rights lawyer and former AIB Board member 

CK Hoffler explained the ins and outs of 
hot legal issues on Know Your Rights. Eat 
Sleep Atlanta introduced viewers to unusual 
spots in and around Atlanta like a fabulous 
treehouse bed and breakfast. Even At the 
Table broke out of the studio for a deeply 
moving interfaith panel discussion to mark 
the 60th anniversary of Dr. King’s “Letter 

from Birmingham Jail.” We 
debuted The Breakthrough, 
a dynamic lifestyle talk 
show, as well as Tastebuds, 
a new cooking series. A 
new series, The Author’s 
Perspective, offered tips 
and encouragement to 
aspiring authors.

M I N D  |  B O D Y  | S P I R I T
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Our commitment to interfaith understanding 
was unwavering, with Sacred Sounds & Spaces 
highlighting, among other topics, the history of 
stained glass in worship spaces. A very special 
edition of Spiritual Journey featured Vera Abbott, 
mother of AIB Board member Cole Carroll, who 
shared the harrowing life story of Vera’s mother, 
whom she had memorialized in a biography. 

Our Exploring Faith series introduced viewers to 
the Jain faith tradition. Our digital monthly Holiday Traditions offered helpful insights 
into the history and rituals of various religious and spiritual communities.

Making a Difference took viewers inside the 
innovative Utopian Academy and the state-of-
the-art Atlanta Humane Society headquarters. 
Viewers also heard about the Momento 
Foundation’s quest to support people with 
terminal illnesses and their loved ones.

Our partner programs expanded with Author 
Talks with the Atlanta History Center, A Taste 
of History with Chutzpah with The Breman 
Museum, If Walls Could Talk with Atlanta 
Preservation Center, along with In Contact with 
Atlanta Association of Black Journalists.

The acquisition of six new Blackmagic URSA field cameras, new microphones, a 
teleprompter, sets, flooring, and furniture enhanced these, and other programs, ranging 
from the high-energy Hello Tae Kwon Do to the more serene Mindful Meditation. In 
this way, AIB continued our pursuit of offering our expanding viewership the highest 
quality content, focusing on stimulating the mind, strengthening the body, and inspiring 
the spirit.

M I N D  |  B O D Y  | S P I R I T
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S E N I O R  F I T  B Y  B R A D F O R D
“Thank you for these doable exercises for 
seniors like me. God bless.”
 
    - Remigio Torres

F L O W  A N D  B A L A N C E  – 
T H E  TA I  C H I  WAY

“I do this show every morning with Cate 
as I am house and bed-bound.  She is a 
wonderful instructor!”
       - Karen

M A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N C E
Just got a chance to watch the piece- it’s so 
incredible! Thank you for thinking of us and 
putting something so amazing together!!

  - Christina Hill 
  Associate Vice President
  Marketing and Communications
  Atlanta Humane Society

 Q U E  H O R A  E S
I have come across numerous videos of 
people trying to teach Spanish only to be 
lost and not retain anything. I stumbled 
across the AIB Spanish 101 videos with 
you, subscribed and have been watching 
them every week. I think what you have 
helped me with the most is that your 
native tongue is English and I understand 
what you are saying, you get the teaching 
side and are more relatable.

    - Linda Maria

T H E  A U T H O R ’ S 
P E R S P E C T I V E

I love it! Thanks for editing it so beautifully 
and for interviewing me with such insight! I 
plan to post it to my blog/website soon!

  - Reem Faruqi, author
  featured on “The Author’s 

Perspective”

B U I L D I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  - 
F O R  G O O D !  D O C U M E N TA R Y
Excellent work. A compelling and inviting 
narrative. Thank you.
    - Rev. Dr. Robert 

M. Franklin

S P I R I T U A L  J O U R N E Y  – 
R E V.  S I D N E Y  H O L S T O N

Sweet greetings from a very hot South 
Africa. …Our heartfelt thanks to our 
Sister Audrey Galex for capturing these 
special moments in the life of our spiritual 
father Rev. Dr. Sidney Holston. His life’s 
journey is really motivation for us to build 
on ours and to continue to press on.

  - Steven Kisten
  Church Twinning International 
  Republic of South Africa
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From the Board and Staff of AIB Network,
Thank you for your support!


